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BUENOS AIRES 

The sprawling metropolis that glitters in the afternoon rays reflected from the River Plate is home to over one-third of the country’s population and an even greater portion of its economic output.  Founded in 1580, Buenos Aires is today the largest city in South America.  Also known as the city that never sleeps, as its many and varied around-the clock attractions never fail to surprise and impress first-time visitors and are a source of recurring pleasure for those returning to the city. 

It is also a place where contradictions abound, where tradition thrives alongside innovation, testimony to the ease with which the versatile porteños (port dwellers) absorb and adapt new trends and other cultures to their time-honoured customs.  Here, the tango lives on not only in the breathtakingly complex movements executed by professional dancers at tango shows or in the popular plazas at the San Telmo antiques market, but also in the sensuous sway of couples from all walks of life who gather at the city’s many milongas to share their passion for the music.  

At weekends, the streets ring to a medley of different sounds.  San Telmo, famous for its antique and knick-knack stalls; La Boca and the “Caminito” with is brightly painted walls where artists gather; Recoleta where hundreds of stands selling handicrafts fills its square; the gaucho market Mataderos where local groups perform songs form their native towns and the gauchos demonstrate their horsemanship skills. 

For art and culture lovers, Buenos Aires’ 57 museums house not only some of the continent’s most impressive private collections but also preserve the local heritage of customs and traditions from ornate silver mate pots to the fashion accessories of the 19th century.  

The grandeur of the Colón Theatre, an opera house acclaimed world-wide for its balanced acoustic is a must for classical music buffs who will also find a surprisingly broad choice of concerts and recitals of choral, orchestral and chamber works of a very high standard at concert halls and churches throughout Buenos Aires.  

Buenos Aires is also a place for city tours for keen walkers: from the historic Plaza de Mayo dominated by the salmon-coloured Government House (Casa Rosada) from whose balcony Eva Perón addressed the masses, the Avenida de Mayo leads past the art-nouveau Café Tortoni where the intellectual elite of the day still gather to drink coffee and Legui, across the broad 9th of July Avenue and along the leafy streets to the monumental Palace of Congress.  Turning right along Callao Avenue, crossing the busy and glamorous shopping avenue of Santa Fé, you eventually reach the Recoleta area.  With its broad esplanade of cafés, the famous cemetery where the country’s ruling elite are buried and a contemporary art and design centre to rival that of London or New York.  

Before it merges into the broad brown estuary that divides Argentina from Uruguay, the River Plate, a corruption of the Spanish Río de la Plata (river of silver) and originally named for the fabled riches of the Sierra de la Plata thought by early conquistadores to lie further upstream, is fed not only by the Uruguay River and the Paraná river but also by a myriad of streams and rivers.  To the north of Buenos Aires, Tigre is a delta of intricate waterways and shady islands, many of which are home to excellent restaurants and family-run hotels, perfect for a weekend away from the bustle of the city.  



